Immunohistochemical study of c-erb B-2 expression in malignant mixed müllerian tumors of the female genital tract.
To study the expression of c-erb B-2 in gynecologic malignancies, especially in malignant mixed müllerian tumors (MMTs). Using immunohistochemical techniques, we examined 6 cases of primary MMT, 6 cases of leiomyosarcoma (LMS), 7 cases of endometrial adenocarcinomas, and 10 cases of normal endometria. The expression of c-erb B-2 was observed in the carcinomatous area of all 6 cases of MMT (100%), the sarcomatous area of 5 of 6 cases of MMT (83.3%), in 1 of the 6 cases of LMS (16.7%), in all 7 cases of adenocarcinoma (100%), and in all cases of normal epithelial cells (100%), but was not observed in any of the cases of normal stromal cells (0%). The results suggest that the carcinomatous and sarcomatous elements of MMT are similar in their expression of c-erb B-2. MMT differed immunohistochemically from pure sarcoma cells and normal stromal cells, but resembled pure carcinoma cells and normal epithelial cells of the female genital tract.